Starting this year, Molecular Biology and Evolution (MBE) will release a list of articles designated Citation Classics to celebrate and highlight the diversity and impact of MBE publications in molecular evolutionary research. Early (1983 Early ( -2007 and Recent (2008) (2009) (2010) (2011) (2012) Citation Classics were selected based on the highest number of citations per year in each period. For the Early category, life-time citation impacts of publications from 1983 to 2007 were obtained from Thomson Reuters Web of Knowledge on 15 October 2012. From the resulting set (>3,500), 18 publications reporting biological discoveries and 18 publications reporting methods and resources were designated Early Citation Classics. For the Recent category, seven discovery and seven methods and resources publications were selected based on the highest number of citations per year for publications between 2008 and 2012 (>1,300). Overall, a total of 1% of MBE's publications is given Citation Classic designations, which are presented below in reverse chronological order.
Discoveries

MBE Recent Citation Classics (2008-2012)
A phylogenomic approach to resolve the arthropod tree of life (2010) Meusemann and colleagues in Volume 27(11) Pp. 2451-2464.
Improved phylogenomic taxon sampling noticeably affects nonbilaterian relationships (2010) Pick and colleagues in Volume 27(9) Pp. 1983 Pp. -1987 Revisiting the insect mitochondrial molecular clock: the mid-Aegean trench calibration (2010) Papadopoulou and colleagues in Volume 27(7) Pp. 1659-1672. Simple methods for estimating the numbers of synonymous and nonsynonymous nucleotide substitutions (1986) Nei and Gojobori in Volume 3(5) Pp. 418-426.
Methods and Resources
